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with the conclusion of Mr. L. Jobert when he says that left-handed- 
ness is due to habit and education. 

"I think it wiser, relying on the preceding facts and documents, 
to conclude that we are right-handed by atavism and left-handed by 
morbid heredity. ' ' 



Histoire des accouchements chez tous les peuples. Par G. J. Wit- 
kowskt, docteur en medecine de la Faculte de Paris, officier d' Aeade- 
ffiie * * * Paris [^1887'], pp. xii, 714. 

The title of this work by no means indicates its full scope, which 
covers a very extensive field, including not only the physiology, 
pathology, and medical practices of accouchment, but its history, 
the myths, legends, superstitions, religious practices, manners, cus- 
toms, and popular errors pertaining to it, and the legislation con- 
cerning it. It touches on many points less directly connected with 
the subject, such as circumcision, amulets worn by children, cradles, 
modes of carrying the child, signboards of midwives, etc. 

The author acknowledges his indebtedness to Dr. Geo. J. Engel- 
mann, from whose valuable work, entitled "Labor Among Primitive 
Peoples" (St. Louis, Mo., 1882), he quotes largely and copies many 
illustrations. 

Dr. Witkowski is the author of a work on "Human Generation" 
(La Generation Humaine), published in Paris, in 1881. The pres- 
ent work, which appears as a large octavo, handsomely printed and 
profusely illustrated, is of great interest not only to the physician 
and the biologist, but to the anthropologist, the ethnologist, the 
comparative mythologist, and the mere curious reader who has no 
scientific research in view. 

An appendix containing over a thousand illustrations of various 
implements and appliances of the accoucheur's art appears in a sepa- 
rate fascicle. 



Das Weib in der Natur- und Volkerkunde. Anthropologische Stu- 
dien. Leipzig {T. H. Grieben' s Verlag), 1887. 

The vast amount of anthropologic material relating to woman 
collected by the late Dr. H. Floss has been arranged and edited by 
Dr. Max Bartels and just issued in ten octavo parts, containing 107 
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illustrations in the text, 7 lithographic plates, and portrait of Dr. 
Ploss. 

The work is one of the highest interest to the anthropologist, the 
physician, and the jurist. The various stages of life, from the 
embryo to the grave, among all nations, are scientifically treated, 
illustrating the manners and customs among various peoples relative 
to childbirth, medical and surgical treatment incident thereto, 
courtships, wedded life and duties performed, curious ceremonies 
attending death and burial, etc. W. J. H. 



Totemism. By J. G. Frazer; Edinburgh, 1887, g6 pp. 

This duodecimo of a hundred pages, composed by a master of 
arts and fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, is a model of succinct 
treatment of an important ethnologic subject. Authors addicted to 
a more verbose style could easily have made two big volumes of the 
material gathered into this narrow compass. The main facts given 
in this book are also contained in the author's article on Totemism 
in the Encyclopedia Britannica. Most Americans are acquainted 
with one species of totems only, those of clans or gentes, which are 
found among iriost North American and some South American 
tribes. Wherever this custom is preserved intact, a religious sig- 
nification attaches to it ; the individual of each clan believes in his 
origin from the totem, which is usually an animal, and does not kill 
nor permit others to kill or eat the animal. Totem worship is es- 
sential to the existence of the gens and shows itself in the most 
various ceremonies ; the totem animal also respects the clansman. 
Another line, that of sex-totems, has been found only among the 
Australian natives. In some of the tribes each sex has here its 
special sacred animal, whose name each individual of the sex bears, 
regarding the animal as his or her brother or sister, respectively, 
not killing it or suffering the opposite sex to kill it. Thus in the 
Kurnai tribe every man was called an "emu- wren," all the women 
" superb warblers." A third class is that of the individual totems, 
or' classes of objects, generally species of animals, which the tribes 
in question regard as related to themselves by those ties of mutual 
respect and protection which are characteristic of totemism. This 
sort of totemism is frequent in North America and is often called 
amuletism ; in Australia totems of this sort are usually acquired by 



